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TARBLE ARTS CENTER 
EXHIBITIONS 
JEANETTE MAY: THE SEXUAL REVOLUTIONS 
-- through April 6, Brainard Gallery 
Jeanette May describes this recent series of her work as "A revisionist 
history of a sexual revolution that was fought at cocktail parties in my 
parents' living room." May has framed carefully staged "snapshots" within 
actual copies of books on Feminism and sexual freedom from the 1960s 
and '70s. The pairing by May of the photographs with specific pages of 
specific books induces the viewer to consider gender roles and attitudes 
toward sexuality. Some of the books used as frames are Human Sexual 
Response by Masters and Johnson, The Hite Report, The Female Eunuch, 
and Everything You Always Wanted to Know About Sex*. 
May, who holds an MFA from the California Institute of the Arts and a BFA 
from the University of Illinois-Champaign/Urbana, serves as an adjunct 
faculty member at the School of the Art Institute of Chicago and Columbia 
College. The artist has also worked with a wide number of youth-related 
arts programs and institutions in addition to the Illinois Arts Council's A-1-E, 
including the Evanston Park District Summer Arts Program, the Illinois 
State Summer School for the Arts (Bloomington), Alternatives Inc. Youth 
Services Agency (Chicago), Arie Crown Hebrew Day School (Skokie), and 
others. May is the Tarble Arts Center's 1996 Arts-In-Education Artist-In-
Residence. 
1996 GRADUATE ART EXHIBITION 
-- April 6 - 28, Main Galleries 
This year's exhibition features the work of eleven MA Studio Art degree 
candidates: Pam Friese, Jeremy Huffstedtler, Melinda Mcintosh, Nydia 
Marcado, Mark Porter, Eric Reckling, John Sexton, Sara Smith,, Gail Valker, 
Kreg Yingst, and Kim Zumbahlen. Although most of the work in the 
exhibition is wall-mounted, many of the students have explored ways to blur 
the differences between painting and sculpture. Huffstedtler integrates 
found objects into the painted surfaces of his works to create dark tableau-
like reliefs that speak of decay. Mcintosh pairs painted canvases with 
plaster casts of her own body parts, challenging the traditional view of the 
figure. Quasi-mechanical sculpture is juxaposed against painted 
"blueprints" in the work of Porter. Sexton fragments his imagery, painting 
on shaped panels that are combined and overlapped to suggest the 
subject's essence. Sara Smith juxtaposes ceramic reliefs with graphite 
drawings in a symbolic representation of the Earth's stratas. And 
reverberations of childhood memories are explored through the 
painted/constructed installations by Zumbahlen. 
There are paintings in a more traditional approach as well. Friese's 
landscapes deal with solitude and perceptions of time. The angels in 
Marcado's compositions serve as metaphors for personal reflections. 
Reckling evokes a psychological tension through his figure studies. Loss 
and melancholy are explored in Valker's dark interiors. And emotional 
facades, angst, and spirituality are played out in Yingst's narratives. This 
exhibition serves as a group thesis for the current Master's degree 
candidates in Art. 
MISSISSIPPIAN CERAMICS FROM SOUTHERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY-
EDWARDSVILLE 
--Apri/12- June 9, Brainard Gallery 
This exhibition includes over fifty ceramic vessels produced by the 
Mississippian peoples, including works from classic Mississippian sites, 
such as Cahokia Mounds, Illinois (c. 800-1300 A.D.) to later Mississippian 
works, as represented by the Caddo peoples of Arkansas, Louisiana, 
Oklahoma, and Texas (c. 1200-1700 A.D.) and the Quapaw of Arkansas 
and Mississippi (c. 1600-1750 A.D.). 
The Mississippian Culture Mound Builders inhabited an extensive portion of 
the North American continent. Although primarily centered along the 
Mississippi River Valley, archaeological sites range as far west as Spiro 
Mounds, Oklahoma and as far east as Etowah Mounds, Georgia. The 
Mississippians were farmers and traders and, in the culture's zenith, lived in 
communities numbering in the tens of thousands. The relics left behind by 
the Mound Builders reveal a culture with a sophisticated social and religious 
structure. This is evidenced by findings from investigations at sites such as 
the Cahokia Mounds Archaeological Site, located just east of St. Louis near 
Collinsville, Illinois. The main temple mound, dubbed "Monk's Mound," is 
the largest man-made earthen structure in the Western Hemisphere, 
standing some 1 00 feet tall with a base that covers an area of over sixteen 
acres. 
Although there is a great variety of vessel forms represented in this 
exhibition, almost all of these works were intended for ceremonial use. 
Human, animal, and plant forms are used in a number of pieces, along with 
several works that are elaborately decorated with incised lines in varying 
patterns and polychromed pots. A number of rare vessel types are included 
in the exhibition, such as a Caddoan "Canoe Effigy" bowl, "bean pots," 
several animal effigy bowls and bottles, and a "Nodena" red on white head 
pot. The objects in the exhibition are on loan from The University Museum, 
Southern Illinois University-Edwardsville, selected from the Milton 
Harrington Collection. 
EVENTS 
TARBLE CLOSES FOR EASTER SUNDAY 
--April 7 
AWARDS RECEPTION: SIGMA TAU DELTA 
-- April 12, 11 am-1:30pm 
Student authors of outstanding creative writing and essays from area high 
schools will be recognized; sponsored by the EIU English Department and 
Sigma Tau Delta. 
RECITAL: MUSIC IN MOTION STUDENTS OF CHERYL DOUDNA 
-- April 12, 4:30pm 
SEATS STILL OPEN IN INSTANT ARTWORKSHOP 
--Registration Deadline: April12 
Seats are still available in the one-session workshop Instant Art: The 
Manipulated Polaroid Photograph. Meeting on Saturday, April 20th from 
noon to 3:00pm, instructor Robert St. Clair will introduce participants to 
different methods of manipulating Polaroid photographs to create unique, 
painterly images. Color and composition will also be addressed before 
students start shooting their photos. Workshop fees are $24.00 for Tarble 
members and $30.00 for non-members, which includes instruction and 
supplies. Registration will be taken in person or by phoning the Tarble at 
581-ARTS (2787). 
RECEPTION: GRADUATE ART EXHIBITION 
-- April 14, 2-4pm 
Celebrate the 1996 Graduate Art Exhibition with the graduate students. 
DOCENT MEETING 
--April 15, 1 Dam-noon 
The meeting will consist of tours of the 1996 Graduate Art Exhibition and 
Mississippian Ceramics. Exhibiting graduate students are invited to 
discuss their work with the docents on an informal basis. Persons 
interested in learning more about the Tarble's Docent Education Program 
are welcome to attend. 
CELEBRATION: A FESTIVAL OF THE ARTS 
-- April 26-28, various locations 
Another "smorgasbord of the arts" is planned for this annual arts festival 
sponsored by the College of Arts & Humanities. Due to the renovation of 
the Buzzard Building, this year's CELEBRATION moves to the north quad, 
bounded by Old Main, Blair Hall, Pemberton Hall, Physical Sciences 
Building, and Student Services Building. Events will also be held in the 
Doudna Fine Arts Center and the Tarble Arts Center. At the Tarble will be 
poetry readings sponsored by the English Department on the afternoons of 
April 27th and 28th. And the Tarble is collaborating with What's Gookin' and 
WEIU-TV/FM to present a kite-making/decorating workshop and parade 
(weather permitting!) . For more information or a complete schedule of 
events contact the Publicity Office of the College of Arts & Humanities at 
217/581-2113. 
FROM THE CURATOR 
Mississippian Ceramics From Southern Illinois University-Edwardsville 
opens April 12th in the Tarble's Brainard Gallery. The objects in the 
exhibition were produced by Native Americans during the Mississippian 
Period (c. 800 - 1600 A.D.). Sometimes referred to as the "Mound 
Builders," sites once inhabited by these peoples are marked by large 
earthen mounds, used as ceremonial centers for temples and as burial 
mounds. It is within these mound structures that most of the ceramic 
artifacts in this exhibition were found, along with other objects carved from 
shell, stone, and hammered sheets of copper. 
This is the third exhibition that I have curated from the collections of The 
University Museum, Southern Illinois University-Edwardsville, and I would 
like to take this opportunity to extend my appreciation to the following 
people for their continued generosity in lending artifacts to the Tarble. First, 
to Acting Director Eric Barnett, for his willingness to make this extensive 
collection available to us. Second, to Graduate Assistant Karen Miller, 
whose efforts have been considerable in assisting me with object selection, 
locating research materials, and in preparing objects for transport. I would 
also like to thank Curator Mike Mason, for his help with object selection and 
photo documentation, and to Graduate Assistant Cheryl Owen, for 
additional assistance with object selection and research materials. I am 
grateful for the spirit of cooperation that exists between The University 
Museum, SlU-E., and the Tarble Arts Center, begun in 1994 under the 
administration of former director David C. Huntley. The size and scope of 
their collections are considerable, and I hope that Tarble visitors enjoy the 
exhibitions that have come to us through this resource. 
Mississippian Ceramics will be used as the focus for the Spring Fifth Grade 
Enrichment Program, offered annually in May to area fifth grade teachers 
and their students. After a docent-led tour of the exhibition, participants will 
learn how to create a vessel form using the coil method of hand building 
ceramics, which is the same method used by the Mississippian potters. Air-
dry clay will be used in the studio portion of the program, as this clay does 
not need to be fired, and each participating fifth grader will be able to take 
his or her creation with them at the end of the program. 
-- Kit Morice 
FROM THE DIRECTOR 
I am very pleased to report that the traveling exhibit of children's art, 
Cultivating Creativity: Young People's Art from Area Schools, has been 
very well received. The exhibit is about half way through its tour, having 
been shown in Charleston, Tuscola, Chrisman, Paris, Casey, and 
Martinsville. The sites remaining are Kansas, Assumption, Arcola, 
Findley/Eagle Creek, Stewardson, Effingham, and Mattoon. The exhibit 
has been greeted with enthusiasm and praise in each community, and 
nearly every sponsoring site has held a reception to honor the student 
artists and their art teachers. On behalf of all concerned I express our 
thanks to all of the site sponsors which are hosting or have hosted the 
exhibit: Consolidated Market Response, Charleston; Douglas County 
Museum, Tuscola; 1st National Bank of Chrisman; Citizens National Bank, 
Paris; Bank of Casey, Casey and at the Martinsville branch; Kansas State 
Bank; First National Bank of Arcola; 1st National Bank of Assumption; 
Eagle Creek Resort, Findlay; Stewardson National Bank; Village Square 
Mall, Effingham, and Cross County Mall, Mattoon. The exhibit would not 
have been possible without the sponsorship of Consolidated 
Communications Inc. and the cooperation of the area schools' Art teachers. 
After reporting last month the new restrictions for colleges and universities 
on grant applications to the Illinois Arts Council, there is good news in the 
form of an increase of $1.5 million for the lAC in Governor Edgar's 
proposed 1996-97 budget. This more than restores the $1.2 million cut 
from the current year's budget. The Governor's budget also provides for a 
$345,000 grant to the Illinois Humanities Council. (The IHC is currently 
lobbying the General Assembly for a one million dollar appropriation.) The 
Illinois Arts Alliance points to the case supporting arts funding made by the 
Alliance and arts supporters from around the state as contributing for the 
restoration of lAC funding. This same effort of awareness and education is 
being directed to members of the legislature. If you would like more 
information about this issue, please contact me. 
On a related topic, a new group was recently convened in Springfield by 
Governor Edgar and the Illinois Alliance for Arts Education -- the Citizens 
Committee for Arts Education. Per capita, Charleston was probably the 
best represented community at the meeting, with Pat Mahler, Jamie Willis, 
and I attending. As many members know, Pat taught Art at Jefferson 
School and is now on the lAC Arts-In-Education artist's roster. Jamie was 
on the 1-A-E roster and now teaches Art for the Charleston schools. The 
committee has been formed to advocate and facilitate integrating the arts 
into school curriculums to a greater degree throughout the state. In the 
words of Governor Edgar, "Integrating arts education into our school 
curriculum will promote creativity, resourcefulness and analytical thinking in 
our students. Participation in the arts not only encourages youth to learn 
more about their own communities and cultural heritage, but it also 
improves the learning environment of our schools" -- the same points 
brought out by the Cultivating Creativity exhibit. I will report about the 
important work of this committee as it develops. 
In closing I want to apologize for the "duck soup" of a newsletter that came 
out last month. With "type-os," the printer collating the pages incorrectly, 
and the chamber music concert being cancelled after the newsletter had 
been printed and mailed, the March 1996 edition was definitely one for the 
recycle bin. We can only improve! 
NEW & RENEWED MEMBERS 
-- February 15- March 15 
Family Patron 
Billy Deeter 
Individual Patron 
Cheryl Doudna 
Pat Mahler 
Janet Roney 
-- Michael Watts 
Student/Senior Patron 
Stella Foreman 
UPCOMING FOR MAY 
Poetry Reading: EIU Alumni-- May 3, 3:30-5:30pm 
Recital: Alicia Doudna -- May 3, 7:30pm 
14th Annual International Children's Exhibition -- May 4 - June 2 
Coles County Arts Council Honors Recital Auditions - May 4, 9am-4pm 
Reception & Awards Presentation: International Children's Exhibition 
--May 19, 1:30-3:30pm 
Coles County Arts Council Honors Recital -- May 20, lpm 
IN THE GIFT SHOP & 
SALES/RENTAL GALLERY 
For Mother's Day, the Gift Shop has a wide array of handmade jewelry, 
including earrings, necklaces, pins, pendants, rings, and a new shipment of 
Lub bracelets. There are also unique, handmade cards, ranging from mini-
watercolor landscapes and florals by Helen Graham to abstract collages by 
Jeanine Abels. New in the Gift Shop are hand blown glass stemware and 
glasses by Urbana artist Barrie Bredemeier and "stuffed" cards by Martha 
Bright. Hand-turned wooden pens by Bruce Nix have been popular 
graduation presents, and there is currently a wide selection. To get a jump 
on the season, try a spring or summer landscape watercolor by an area 
artist from the Sales/Rental Gallery. 
Staff: Michael Watts, Director 
David Pooley, Registrar 
Kit Morice, Curator of Education 
Fran Wittenberg, Secretary 
James K. Johnson, Dean, College of Arts and Humanities 
Volunteer Coordinators: 
Maggie Hollowell & Corrine Joyner, Docent Education Program 
Victoria Woollen-Danner, Gift Shop 
Barbara Watts, Sales/Rental Gallery 
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